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@ memorial tablet in the building at Red Lion 


A Jusmer Memoriau. 


The scheme for a memorial of the Incorporation of 
the veterinary profession first arose, we believe, from 
a suggestion thrown out by Professor Macqueen. 
The credit for the practical embodiment of the scheme 
is due to Mr. Trigger, and the ultimate form which 
shall he given to it rests with the subscribers. 

That part of the scheme which proposes to place 


Square to the original petitioners of 1844 is the 
smaller part. The cccasion is really, as we under. 
stand, to be turned to account to remove an oppro- 
brium from the profession and to supply the long 
felt want of some prize or scholarship which will 
enable and induce post-graduates to continue their 
scientific work. After fifty years of incorporation 
the veterinary profession may well be called upon 
to make a determined effort to found at least one 
scholarship worth having. The members of our 
calling are mostly poor men, and as only a very small 
percentage can be found with tastes and abilities for 
scientific work, the chances are that such astudent is 
entirely unable to apply his talents in the way most 
likely to do good to our science. 

If we possessed a fund large enough to annually pay 
the cost of living and the cost of research which 
might occupy a year or more, we should have an 
inducement for men with ability to do invaluable 
work for the profession and the public. 

Mr. Trigger’s scheme proposes to collect money 
for some such purpose. The exact way in which the 
money may be best applied cannot yet be determined, 
as that must depend greatly upon the amount sub- 
scribed. Liberal donations are most necessary, and 
the committee wisely determined to strangle no 
man’s generosity by limiting subscriptions to any 
definite sum. Probably the average will be a guinea, 
but no poor man need be ashamed to send half-a- 
guinea. Qur rich members are expected to behave 
handsomely, and already there are rumours of 
cheques for such sums as thirty and fifty guineas. 

€ cannot, of course, expect all of even our rich 
members to come down munificently, some have 
large familiesto provide for, and some distribute their 
Wealth in other courses which may claim quite equal 
merits. The pharmaceutical chemists had a John 
Bell who did for them what a number of benefactors 
have done for the medical profession. Our “ John 

ll” has not yet appeared. This is his oppor- 
tunity ; but whilst he is making up his mind let us 

do our best, according to our means, for the 
ttherance of veterinary science and for the glory 
of our calling, 

The secretary to the Memorial Fund is Prof. Mac- 


CoNVENIENCE versus D1ienrry. 


In our report of the Council meeting there is not 
much that requires notice. One little matter, however, 
seems not to have had the consideration it deserves. It 
was moved that in future the Secretary of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons should go to the school 
to collect the students’ fees, This was carried, and be- 
comes a resolution of the Council that may not be de- 
parted from until it be formally rescinded. Lt seems to 
us that such a motion sacrifices the dignity of the 
examining body to the convenience of the students, and 
that such a departure from custom might well have 
been left to the mutual arrangement of the secretary and 
the officials of the school. The argument that the fees 
are collected in Scotland at the schools has no bearing, 
because we have no official place in Scotland, but we 
have in London our offices within a mile and a half of 
the school. 

Convenience is a good argument, but it is insufficient 
of itself for the formation of hard and fast rules of con- 
duct. When gentlemen desire to enter a learned profes- 
sion it is not too much to ask them to come to the 
offices of the institution for such formal work as the 
payment of fees and the production of certificates. The 
Council has clearly allowed its good nature to upset its 
judgment in this case. 


OvtTsmDER.” 


At the recent meeting of the Midland V.M.S. a curi- 
ous statement was made by one of the members, who is 
reported to have said—“ The British Institute of Pre- 
ventive Medicine was, in his opinion, practically outside 
the Veterinary Profession.” What this oracular opin- 
ion may mean we are at a loss to know. Of course it is 
outside the veterinary profession. So is the Royal 
Agriculture Society, and the Board of Agriculture, and 
the Corporation of Birmingham, and the Royal Veterin- 
ary College. This, however, is nct a reason why the 
veterinary profession should take no interest in these 
bodies. Nor does it show that any alliance with thera 
may not be most useful and beneficial to our pro- 

fession. 

The British Institute is founded for the study and 
investigation of the cause of disease in animals, including 

manu. Its work must necessarily be in closest contact 

with veterinary science, and it is not impossible to 

imagine that in time veterinarians may be its chief 

officials. Certainly the Iustitute cannot do without 

veterinary surgeons, and its investigations must always 

be useful and profitable to veterinary science. To state 

that it is outside our sphere is simply a misuse of langu- 

age, and is evidence either of very superficial knowledge 

or of an attempt to mislead. Fortunately the Society 

was uot influenced by such a statement and declined to 

accept the Institute as an “ outsider.” 


‘Neen and Mr. Wragg is treasurer. 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


PROFESSIONAL PROGRESS, AND THE 
PRESENT CONDITION OF VETERINARY 
SCIENCE. 

By E. Hoarr, F.R.C.V.S., Cork. 


Widely different views are entertained as to the 
resent condition of the veterlnary profession ; some 

lieve that it is making marked and satisfactory 
progress, others take a less hopeful view, and imagine 
that there are less opportunities for professional work 
in the present day than in the past, and that the 
social status is not equal to that enjoyed by other 
professions. On one matter there can be no differ 


ence of opinion, viz, that there are veterinary sur-., 


geons now obtaining a living in country districts 
where none existed previously, and where quackery 
reigned supreme. Farmers of all grades now employ 
the professional man, and are fast commencing to 
lose explicit faith in the village farrier. As educa- 
tion proceeds, so will the value of professional assist- 
ance be appreciated. 

But there is no denying the fact that, in the 
majority of localities at present, the supply of veteri- 
nary surgeons exceeds the demand for their services. 
In country towns where previously but one practitioner 
was located, there are now two or three striving 
to obtain a living. In reality, at the present time 
there is far more scope for professional work, but this 
is overbalanced by the excess of practitioners. Men 
must live somehow, and if a district cannot afford 
sufficient work for more than one or two individuals, 


it naturally follows that new comers will have to, 


resort to various devices in order to obtain practice. 
But we must remember that all other professions are 
in a similar overstocked condition, and the “ survival 
of the fittest” is still the order of the day. If men 
wish to enter the profession there is nothing to 
prevent them, provided they are sufficiently educated, 
and satisfy their examiners. 

The veterinary profession is a difficult one to 
succeed at, as those of us who have had to work our 
way from the foot of the ladder are perfectly well 
aware. There is no calling which requires more 
careful and assiduous study and more acute powers 
of observation than ours, and few indeed which 
demand a greater degree of tact and energy, combined 
with scientific education, in order’ to live by it. Re- 
muneration, we must admit, except in the case of 
the “favoured few”’ is by no means adequate in all 
instances, but still we must consider thatthe same 
thing holds good in other professions. Junior mem- 
bers of all professions must be satisfied with small 
fees until they reach a certain standing ; skill and 
science are not quickly recognised by the public 
until they have practical demonstration by results. 

There are few of us who would care to change our 
vocation, that is provided we are enthusiastic in our 
work and take a real interest in it. No doubt we 
have often hard and difficult obstacles to overcome, 
and our efforts are not always appreciated by those 


who employ us, but still our remuneration is by no 
means so inferior as some would have us believe. 
The occupation is a healthy one, and fox those who 
take an interest in animals it isa life of pleasure. 

The question of social status is one which we 
frequently hear much discussion on. So far as 
this country is concerned, I have yet to learn 
that the fact of a man being a veterinary sur- 
geon will debar him from social privileges. This 
entirely depends on the man himself, and not on his 
vocation. If he prefers the society of coachmen, 
grooms, horse-dealers, etc., with them he must be 
content to remain, but let him not blame his pro- 
fession for this. If he obtains practice by seeking 
the patronage of that grade of society he places 
himself on a level with them. If, on the other hand, 
he keeps proper company and acts as a gentleman,. 
then indeed he will be recognised as such, and the 
fact of his vocation cempelling nim io enter the 
stable or cattle-shed, will not in the least debar him 
from the same respect which is paid to the doctor, 
the lawyer, or tbe clergyman. 

To argue that education is not necessary for the: 
veterinary surgeon is absurd; if he is to associate 
with educated people he must at least be expected to- 
possess as much knowledge as would enable him to 
pass the matriculation examination as prescribed/by 
the General Medical Council. Besides, we have to 
consider the enormous amount of technical work 
which the veterinary student of the present day has 
to go through, and if he is to understand the terms 
and appreciate what he reads it follows that he re- 
quires a preliminary general education. In this 
country a very large number of medical students are 
sons of farmers, and the parents often have to work 
hard to provide means for their College education, 
but we never hear any grumbling that the matricula- 
tion examination is beyond their talents. 

The opportunities for obtaining education in the 
present day are so extensive that there is no excuse 
for anyone possessing sufficient means to enter the 
veterinary profession and not being able to pass the 
matriculation imposed by the Council. 

Another point on which there has been much dis- 
cussion is that of “ professional advertising.” One 
would imagine that the veterinary profession was the 
only one which indulged in this practice. No doubt 
greater latitude is allowed with us in this respect, 
and unfortunately few attempts have been made to 
put down the disgraceful announcements which are 
so often brought under notice. The difficulty 1s, 
where to draw the line. In this country we observe 
at the large fairs that walis, trees, and all points of 
vantage are placarded with gaily coloured announce- 
ments that ‘ Mr. , F.R.C.V.S., attends this 
fair.” It is a race between rival bill stickers to see 
who can put up the largest amount of placards for , 
the different practitioners. The villages often pre- 
sent the appearance as if a circus or travelling show 
were about to arrive. Is this tending to elevate the 
profession? Opinions differ because practitioners 


of eminence resort to it, and the juniors follow their 


example. f 
Then again we observe the showy adornment © 


with 


the exterior of many veterinary establishments 
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the name of the proprietor in letters of voluminous 
type. Then we have the advertising of patent pre- 
parations, and the printing of testimonials with 
reference to their superiority. These flagrant 
examples of neglect of ordinary professional decency 
are all due to the constant endeavours to obtain 
practice, or what are popularly known as “ nest eggs 
to make clients lay.” 

The greater the competition, the more advertising 
will be indulged in. But we must consider that 
there are different ways of advertising; members of all 
professions advertise, but in a variety of forms. 
Medical men announce in the daily papers when 
they leave home, and when they return, and when 
they change their residence, even occasionally they 
get a friendly reporter to- insert that they have gone 
to attend an International Medical Congress, etc. 


A BURIED CAUSE OF LAMENESS. 
By J. E. Canrwrient, M.R.C.V.S., Wolverhampton. 


In a recent issue of your valuable paper I saw a 
case recorded. by Mr. Perryman of a meat skewer 
embedded in the muscles of a dog. This called to 
mind a rather interesting case of lameness which 
came under my notice this summer. 

Early in August I was requested to examine a cob 
which had been slightly lame on and off for several 
weeks in the near fore leg. I could detect nothing 
in the limb to account for the lameness, and the 
feet were in perfect condition. On my suggestion 
it was turned out to grass, and a fortnight after I 
was again sent for, as the animal was excessively 
lame. The owner informed me that after it had 


Then again, when a noted personage is ill, or when | been out four or five days it went sound when trotted 


@ serious accident has occurred, it is usual to read in’ 
newspapers that the ill or injured one “ is progress- 
ing satisfactorily under the skilful care of Dr. ‘a 
If the patient dies, it is then stated ‘in spite of all the 
skill and attention of Dr. , ete. In serious 
operations at infirmaries it is usual to read of the 
name of the surgeon who skilfully performed on the 
patient. 

The veterinary surgeon has no chance of this 
indirect, though valuable mode of advertising. Again 


on the road, but that when taken back to the field 
was seen to roll and when it got up seemed in great 
pain and stood on three legs. Upon examining the 
limb I noticed a slight swelling on the outside just 
below the elbow joint, and pressing upon it could 
distinctly feel a hard substance embedded in the 
muscles. I told the owner that I thought some 
foreign body had penetrated the skin and was the 
cause of lameness. He laughed at my suggestion, 
as there was not the slightest scratch upon the skin 


hospitals are advertised, giving a list of the physi- 
cians and surgeons attached thereto, with their | 
qualifications in full. 

But in looking through medical journals, we often 
find cases of unprofessional advertising reported. 
Then in the East-end of London, tables of fees may 
be seen freely advertised in the windows. Lately I 
saw a handbill advertising ‘‘ Beecham’s Pills,’’ and | 
at the foot of it appeared “‘ Sold by Dr.——,” the 
address being a country town in this district. So it 
is clear that the medical profession has not yet 
reached the acme of perfection in these respects, al- 
though occasionally its members give us a friendly 
hint as to our shortcomings. 

Lawyers are debarred from open advertising, but 
they have excellent opportunities of doing so in an 
indirect manner. Their eloquence is reported when 
pleading in the court; they are complimented by 
Judges, Recorders and Magistrates, and in a variety 
of ways their names are brought before the public ; 
solicitors issue a printed list of the dates of Law 
Sessions with their names affixed thereto, presum- 
ably for the use of their own special clients only ? 
When appearing at even Police Courts, their names | 
are reported in the press as acting for either plain- 
tiffs or defendants. We thus observe : | 


“ All advertise in more or less degree | 

And differ only as the case may be.” 

The conclusion we must arrive at is—That the 

veterinary profession is progressing favourably, and 

if not considered by all technically sound, is at least 

on the fair road to become so. 

Let us then instead of finding fault with its 

£ondition, subscribe our mite to still further improve 
It, not forgetting its motto Vis wnita fortior. 


to indicate anything of the kind. However with his 
permission I cut down upon the object, and on prob- 
ing the orifice I found I could move it slightly and 
with the aid of forceps pulled out a wedge-shaped 
splinter of wood 4 inches long and # of an inch in 
thickness, which had evidently been firmly embedded 
in the muscles for some considerable time. The 
wound, which was antiseptically dressed, soon healed 
and the cob has been at work regularly ever since. 

The only explanation of the presence of the piece 
of wood is that the cob was at large last winter in a 
field where some wooden shedding was being erected, 
and it is presumed that he got the splinter into his 
leg whilst rubbing himself against some of the timber. 
The rolling doubtless displaced the splinter and 
caused the acute lameness. 


Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


A meeting of the Council was held on Wednesday the 
28th ult., at the College Building, Red Lion Square, 
Bloomsbury ; Mr. W. Hunting, the president, occupyin 
the chair. The other members present were: Sir F 
FitzWygram, Bart., Messrs. F. W. Wragg, J. M’Fadyean, 
J. Penberthy, W. A. Edgar, E. S. Shave, W. Williams, 
A. W. Mason, C. Hartley, G. Elphick, H. Kidd, J. 
Fraser, J. F. Simpson, J.P., W. J. Mulvey, A. W. 
Wheatley, R. C. Trigger, E. Faulkver, A. Lawson, and 
J. A. W. Dollar. 

THe MINvTEs. 


In the absence of the secretary (Mr. Hill) his assistant 
(Mr. Robinson) read the minutes of the preceding 
Council meeting. 

Mr. Simpson: Will you allow the clerk to refer to the 
minutes which deal with the application of the Farriers’ 
Company. I understood him (the clerk) to read that 
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this Council would express no opinion upon the matter. 


My recollection of what took place is that there was a | Committee. 


direct negative—that the proposition of Mr. Wragg was 


defeated. 


The Clerk (reading from the minutes): ‘ Read a 
_ letter from the Farriers’ Company asking for the opinion 


the appointment be not filled up.” 
Professor SHAVE seconded the amendment. 


of the Council as to the independent registration of | a few remarks on this subject / 


doormen and providing members of the Registration 
Committee moved that approval be given by the Council 


that doormen and firemen be registered independently. | the Committee. 


Mr.Simpson and Mr, Fraser protested against the separate 


registration being approved of. The motion of Mr 


Wragg to approve was put and rejected. The president 


. | amendment that this vacancy be not filled. 


said that he understood it was the wish of the members | which the Registration Committee has adopted. I may 


to express no opinion.” 


remind you that that Committee was inaugurated in the 


Mr. Simeson : I think the proposition was negatived. | year 1890, and that it started with certain objects, name- 


Professor M’Fapyran: I should strongly object to 1 
the interpretation placed upon the minutes by Mr. | farriery. 


Since then the Committee has registered 


Simpson. The motion was tc approve a certain course | nearly 3,800 men of whom it has practically examined 


of action. I for one would nt approve, but I by no 


means disapproved. I think the minutes correctly | passed on what our friend, the president of the Coun- 


describe what took place. 


cil, declared to be a fraudulent examination. The ex- 


Mr. Simpson : It is sufficient for me to know that the | amination ——— 


motion was defeated. 


The CuarrMaN (interposing) : Pardon me, I absolute- 


Prof, Witt1aMs: Something is said in the minutes | ly and entirely deny the statement. 


about a certificate from Sydney University. If you 


require any explanation from me in the matter, I shall | “ fraud upon the public.” 


be glad to give it. 


The Cuainman: Yes, but the numbers you give were 


he Cuarrman : We shall be glad to hear you after- | not passed by that examination. 


wards. The motion now is simply that the minutes be 


approved. 
The minutes were then confirmed. 


VETERINARIAN OR BOoNE-SETTER?/ 


Mr. Dottar: They were not, all of them. Iam 
by examination. 

he CuatnMan: Then in the latter case there could 
not have been a fraudulent examination. There was,. 


The Szcretary: I have a letter from the Council of | then, no pretence. The majority were not registered by 


the Medical Defence Union enclosing a report from The 
Westminster Gazette, and stating that “it is ~pparent 
from the report that a veterinary surgeon is practising 
not as a veterinary surgeon but as a bone-setter, and is 
using his qualification as a fellow of your College as if it 


were the qualification of an ordinary surgeov.”’ The) 


report in The Westminster Gazette is a descriptive inter- 
view. 

Mr. Triccer: I think the Medical Council might 
deal with him themselves. 

Mr. Simpson: ‘Chis is a matter which requires a good 
deal of enquiry, and I propose that it ba referred to the 
Registration Cummittee. 

Mr. Lawson: I second the proposition 

The CHatnMAN: Perhaps we might write to the 
secretary of the Medical Defeuce Union telling him 
what we have done. 

The motion was adopted. 


DEFERRED Businzss. 


The CuarrmMan: The Steel Memorial Committee have 
not yet arrived at any decision enabling them to report 
to the Council. The Registration Committee have only 
just met, so that they too are not yet prepared to 
report. 

THe Farriers’ Recisrkation Commirres. 


The next business on the agenda paper was the 
election of a member of the Farriers’ Registration 
Committee in the place of Mr. J. A. W. Dollar re- 
signed. 

_ Mr. Wrage: I move that Mr. Trigger be elected a 
member of the Farriers’ Registration Committee. 

Mr. Trigcer: I thank Mr. Wragg for his nomination 
I decline. someone should be appointed 
who lives nearer London than I do. Si 
might be chosen. 

Mr. Stupson: I should have pleasure in secondin 


examination, but chiefiy on certificates of proficiency 
given by veterinary practitiouers. 

Mr. Dottar: The “examination”’ [ refer to was 
conducted by Dr. Fleming and the men were examined 
five minutes in a little underground office in Laurence 
Pountuey Hill. After a few questions were put to them 
‘and not more than five minutes had elapsed, they re- 
ceived their certificates and were sent forth to the world 
as Registered shoeing smiths. That was the “ examina- 
tion” which you described as a “fraud upon the 
public.” 

The Cuairman: But you say that 3,000 were examined 
in that way. You are including those who were ad- 
mitted without examinations, in that 3,00U. 

Professor Writurams: Is it fair to make a charge: 
against Dr. Fleming when he is not heze to defend 
himself. 

Mr. Dottar: The charge is not a new one and has. 
been made publicly hefore now, and as yet Dr, Fleming 
has not met it. He has said nothing in explanation of 
the charge. Hence,I think, I am perfectly justified in 
what I am saying. The Veterinary Journal is still in the 
hands of Dr. Fleming and it he wished to defend him- 
self he has had every opportunity of doing so. The fact 
is 3596 men have been registered either without the 
pretence of an examination or after an inefficient exam- 
ination. That, I think, should of itself be almost sufli- 
cient to give us pause in continuing our support of this 
Registration Committee, but when we come to consider 
whether recent developments of the scheme have justifi 

its continued existence and our continued support, 
really cannot see that it has any such justification. The 
committee’s present examinatious consist apparently 
of registering men who have been examined by agricul- 
tural societies, and the examination conducted by the 
Farriers’ Company itself is one only in name. 

Mr. Triccer: [ rise to a point of order. This 
agenda paper distinctly says that the business before us 


the nomination of Mr. Trigger, I thank him for intel” 


is “to elect a member of the Farriers’ Registration 


ducing my name, but I would rather not act on this 


Professor Encar: I move as an amendment “that 
Mr. J. A. W. Dottan: Shall I be in order in making 


The Cuarrman: Yes, I think sv, if your remarks are 
entirely in connection with the election of a member of 


Mr. Dottar: My remarks will be in support of the 
hat I wish 
to do is shortly to describe the course of procedure 


y, to instruct, examine, and assist in the practice of 


only 138. The remaining number—about 3,596—were- 


Mr. Dotan: You described one examination as a. 


refering both to those persons who were and were not #” 
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Committee.” It does notin any way say that we are to 
consider whether we shall elect a member or not, and I 
hold that Mr. Dollar’s remarks are irrelevant unless 
they are directed against any individual man being 
elected. 

Mr. Dottar: Pardon me, I think your (Mr. Trigger’s) 
proposition would bethat one is debarred from moving an 
amendment. 

The CuarrMan: Yes, except in setting one member of 
the Council against another. 

Mr. TriegeR: According to the agenda paper we 
have no power to-day save to approve the election of a 
member on the committee to fill the existing 
vacancy. 

Mr. Dottar: I think that there is always a middle 
course, namely to refrain from doing anything, and it is 
in support of the policy of doing nothing that I am at 
present speaking. Then there is the further point: 
within the last two years we have had very numerous 
and acute complaints from a large number of country 
members of the injury done to them by registered shoe- 


ing smiths using their title and the letters “ R.S.S.” in | 


order to cover their action as veterinary surgeons. These 
things, I think, cannot be very much longer borne. 
Further, it is said that at the present time the Farriers’ 
Registration Committee is almost in an insolvent condi- 
tion, and there have been very grave signs of the Royal 
Agricultural Society receding from it. 

The CuarrMan : These are wild statements. 

Mr. Dottar: They are not wild statements. I can 
show the balance sheet of the Company showing only 


£280. 

The CHAIRMAN (interposing): The Royal Agricul- 
tural Society have, within the last six weeks or so, ap- 
proved of the work done by the Farriers’ Company. 
Our Secretary may read the annual report of the Farriers’ 
Registration Committee, it is here in the room for mem- 
bers to see. 

Mr. Dotnar: Perhaps you will tell us the amount 
of the credit balance of the Company. ; 

The Cuarrman: The report shows that 149 smiths 
have been properly examined this year of whom 115 


"i Dotiar: Been examined by the Company ! 

The CHarnman: You should really make yourself 
acquainted with the facts before hazarding your state- 
ments. 

Professor PeNBeRTHY: I think this is regarded by 
ithe profession as an important matter, and I do not 
‘think we ought to vote uvtil Mr. Dollar or anybody 
else who likes, has had a full opportunity of speaking. 

The CHatkMAN (to Professor Penberthy): Are you 
going to propose any amendment or speak to the motion 
or what ? ‘ 

Professor PeNBERTHY: As Mr. Trigger declines to 
‘act on the Committee, I propose Mr. Wheatley. 

Mr. Wueat.ey explained that he was already a mem- 
ber of the Committee, having been elected by the 
Farriers’ Company. 

Mr. Dotiar: 1 find in confirmation of the correct- 
ness of my statement that the Company have now in 
hand the sum of £14 15s. 4d., and at its bankers only 
£242 8s. 104d. 

The Cuarrman: It is not by any means necessary 
that the committeeman elected should be a member of 
this Council. Any member of the profession is eligible. 
1 must say that, in my opinion, it is a novel and curious 
way of procedure when a motion is put down for a 
small and minor thing, namely the election of one 
member in place of another, to introduce a major ques- 
Yon as to whether we should continue in connection 
with the Farriers’ Registration Committee or no. If 


mittee, his proper course is to put a motion to that effect 
on the agenda paper, and to give due formal notice. 
(Hear, hear.) 

Professor Pensertuy : If all the gentlemen named 
decline to serve, I propose Mr Lawson if he will allow 
himself to be nominated. 

Mr. Lawson: Not at any price. (Laughter.) If I 
lived in London, however, I should not be averse to 
serving. 

Profesior PenBeERtHy : Then J propose Mr. Faulkner. 

Mr. FavtkNex: | must respectfully decline. 

Mr. TRIGGER (who was again pressed to serve) : I have 
already sufficient public work on hand, and the distance 
is too great for my attendance. 

Mr. Stimpson : I propose that Mr. Fraser be asked to 
consent to his election as a member of the committee. 

Mr. Lawson seconded the motion. 

Mr. Fraser: Iconsent, not because I am ambitious 
for the office but because I think it would be a pity for 
us to lose the influence we possess on an important com- 
mittee. (Hear, hear.) 

The amendment was rejected, and the motion carried 
by 10 to 4. 


EXAMINATION Mopgts aNp INSTRUMENTS. 


The Cuarrman : The Council have decided that some 
models and instruments shall be bought for the purposes 
of the examinations, and we have written to the different 
examiners asking them what instruments they would 
suggest. This is a question that will occupy some time 
to consider and I would suggest that it be referred to the 
Examination Committee with power to act, 

Mr. Mutvey moved accordingly, remarking that the 
Examination Committee was a committee of the whole 
Council. 

Mr. Tricezr: The matter should be dealt with by a 
sub-committee of the Examination Committee. 

Mr. Simpson : Do the Council propose io limit the 
amount. 

The CuarrMaNn : Perhaps the amount to be expended 
might be left to the Examination Committee. 

Mr. Lawson: I thought that this question had been 
gone into un a previous occasion. 

Mr. Simpson : I am very much in favour of providing 

a liberal number of models and instruments. I think it 

is very necessary that we should do so, but I also think 

it is desirable that we should limit the sum to be expen- 

ded by the committee. Suppose the. committee have 

£50 or £100 they can come to us for more if it is 

needed. 

Professor PeNBERTHY : I propose that the committee 

have £200. 

Mr. Simpson: I move that the sum does not exceed 

£200. 

Mr. Lawson : I think £200 too much. 

Ultimately the motion referring the matter to the 

committee was adopted and they were empowered to act, 

— to be expended being limited to a maximum of 
100. 


Tue Exection or EXaMINERs. 


The Cuairman : The next business is to arrange for 
the next election of examiners. I think that matter, 
too, should go to the Examination Committee, because 
we shall have to issue an advertisement for examiners, 
then there will have to be a certain number of days for 
nominations and for fixing what subjects each examiner 
shall take. 

Professor Witi1aMs: I think that the date for elect- 
ing examiners might be fixed now. 

Mr. FavLKNneER moved, and Mr. Mulvey seconded, that 
the matter be referred to the Examination Committee, 
Professor Witutams: The election must be in 


any. member wishes to bring forward the clear issue 
whether we should cease our connection with this com- 


January, I propose that at the next meeting of the 
Council we fix the date for the election of examiners. I 
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think that if the appointment is delayed until April the 

examiners will have no time in which to prepare their 

subjects, nor will they. have time to give notice to the 

Colleges on what lines they are going to examine. There 

are new subjects to be studied, zoology, physics, and so 

on, subjects entirely new to the teaching schools. Hence 

I think the examiners should have some time allowed 

them in order to make as acquainted with the line of 

examination they intend to pursue. i, 

Mr. Lawson : I second Professor Williams proposition, 

1 think that the examiners ought to have two or three 

months interval after election befure the examination is 

held. 

Professor PENBERTHY: We have already laid down ip 
rint the lines on which the examinations are to be con- 
ucted, and we have drawn attenticn to details. Wheth 

we have laid down good lines or not is another 

matter. 
Prof. M’Fapyzan : Is it sugyested that we are to ap- 
point examiners and then allow an interval in which to 
enable them to get subjects. 
Prof. Witt1aMs: Not at all. 
Mr. Lawson : It is quite possible that there may be 
some new examiners appoiuted, and it is only reasonable 
to allow them two or three months before the examina- 
tion, even supposing they do not want to brush up the 

subjects, Thatismyidean, © 

Professor WiiL1ams: I think it is understood that we 
shall have a syllabus of the examination. I want to 


- know whether, if the election of examiners be in Apri 


the time afforded will be sufficiently long to admit of 

the preparation of the syllabus. / 
Professur SHAVE: Have we not been given to under- 

stand that the syllabus has been already prepared? « * 
Mr. Mutvey: Yes, and it has long been in print. * 


Professor Save: Can we discuss the various subjects, 


of the syllabus at our next meeting orat.this meeting? | 
The CuarkMaNn: You cannot alter them ; 


Mr. Mutvey: The motivn now is that this matter be | 


referred to the Examinatiou Committee for consideratién 
and report to the next Council meeting. 

Professor M’Fapygzan: The examination caunot take. 
place before the 14th of May next, and there is no reason 
why we should be hurried in this matter. I think we 
have serivusly to consider whether we shall appoint one 
examiner for each subject specified on page 82. [| 
think we shall have to consider whether we need to 
appoint two examiners for some of the specified 

r. TRIGGER pointed out that the Council would 
next meet in January, and that .a quarterly meeti 
would follow early in April, so that there would be an 
interval of five weeks. after the election: of examinegts 
before the examination was held. He seconded the 
motion for referring the question of the election of 
examivers to the Examination Committee for the latter 
to report to the next meeting of the Council. ’ 

Mr. Simeson : What can be the object of appointing 
the examiners in January / C 

Prof. M’Fapygan ; I think we may have to consider 
whether we can afford to have two examiners for. 
each subject. 

The motion was carried by 12 to 3. ' f 


Tse Four Years Course or Examrnation. 


The Cuarrman: The next thing is to provide for the 
introduction of the four years course of examination, / 
Mr. Mason moved, and Mr. Mulvey seconded “that the 
matter of the introduction of the four years course of 
examination be referred to the Examination Committee 
for report to the Council at its next meeting.” 
This was unanimously agreed to. 


Revision oF THE 
The CuatkMan : It is necessary to appoint a committes 


to assist in revising and correcting the register, which 
will have to be ont somewhere about February. It 
is desirable that it shonld be out soon after the 
Council meets and settles the bye-laws. It is suggested 
that we appoint a publication committee. 

Prof. M’Fapyzan: There is.such a committee already 
in existence, and one item of business—relating to the 
minuting of the proceedings of this Council—has been 
referred to it. Several members have wondered why the 
finding of the committee on that subject has not been 
reported to the Council. Weenie 

The Cuarrman: There is no publications committee 
that I know of. 

Professor M’Fapygan: Do you remember the ques- 
tion of the minutes being referred to that committee. 
You were present at its meeting, and there were some 
rather lively proceedings. . 

Cuainman: Oh! yes. 

Mr. Mason moved and Mr. Mulvey seconded that the 
questions of revising and correcting the register be re- 
ferred to the Publications Committee. 

Mr. Simpson: May we know who constitute the 
committee. 

The Clerk: Messrs. Dollar, Edgar, M’Fadyean, Mul- 
vey, Wragg, and Penberthy. t. 

The motion was carried nem. con. 

No ReEcorp. 

Professor PENBERTHY said he would like to know if 
there was any report of the proceedings of the meeting 
of the Publicatious Committee, at which the question of 
minuting was considered. 

The Clerk : No, sir. oT 

Professor PeyBeRTHY: It was an important and, you 
will perhaps remember, Mr. President, a lively meeting. 


| (Laughter. ) 


The subject dropped with a promise to subroit the 
report at next meeting, — 


Tue CoLLecTIon or Stupents 


“Professor M’FapyEan said he wished to bring before: 
the Council the question as to the best and most con- 
venient mode of collecting the students fees. Instead of 
the students being required to visit that College for the 
purpose of paying the fees, he suggested that the secre- 
tary and his assistant should attend the school at Cam- 
den Town, where a room or rooms would be placed at. 
their disposal to which the students might go in an. 
orderly manner one at a time and pay their fees, and 
then resume their studies. He failed to see on what. 
ground objection could be made to this course of pro- 


ng | cedure and, if possible, he hoped that the Council would 


direct that it be adopted. In Scotland a similar plan 
was pursued, and he did not see why the London students 
should be put tu greater inconvenience. I[t-was highly 
inconvenient that the fees should only be received at 
Red Lion Square between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m., and they 
had almost to suspend work at the College in Camden 
Town to enable the students to pay their fees. 

Mr. Mutvey: I+ has been the custom for the fees to 
te paid at this College. : 

Professor M’Fapyean: With some exceptions. [ 
inade a strong endeavour to get the arrangement I sug- 


.| gested carried out in May last. 


Mr. Triacer: I do not see any objection to the 
alteration. I think the matter may fairly be left in the 
hands of the president. 

The Cuarrman : [ do not think there is any objection. 
The difficulty this year is that our secretary is laid up, 
and if the clerk goes to Camden Town nobody will be 
left in charge of the office here. 

Professor M’FapyEaAN: Does that mean that the 
students are to come down in a body of a hundred here 
and be kept waiting until the assistant secretary has 


discharged his other duties on that day. The whole 
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thing may be done in an hour and a half if the fees are 
collected at Camden Town. We are anxious to facilitate 
the collection of the fees. 

The Clerk intimated that he should be able to attend 
the Camden Town College for the purpose of collecting 
of fees, and Mr. Wragg volunteered in the case of Mr. 
Hill’s continued absence through illness, to attend with 
him (the clerk.) 

Professor Williams moved and Mr. Lawson seconded 
“that the fees be received at Camden Town” and, at 
the suggestion of Mr. Dollar, added the words “until 
further notice.” 

Mr, TRIGGER objected to binding the Council in this 
way, and proposed as an amendment “ that the fees be 
collected at Camden Town on this occasion.” 

Mr. Mason seconded the amendment. 

Mr. Simpson: It is our duty to go there and collect 
the fees, collect them iv the most orderly and convenient 
way so far as the professors and students are con- 
cerned. 

The CuaiRMAN: Is there any examining body in the 
world that collects the fees in this way ? 

Professor M’Favygzan: This body does in Scot- 
land. 

Professor Witttams: The University of Edinburgh 
and the examining body are one. 

The CHaIRMAN: Take the University of London, do 
they send down to Manchester or anywhere else for fees ? 
We have never passed a formal resolution that our 
Secretary should receive fees in the schools. Why go 
out of our way to pass rules when the whole thing can 
be mutually arranged with our Secretary, who ought to 
be considered in the matter. 

Professor WILutiaMs said that all who had any ex- 
perience in teaching would agree that requiring the 
students to come from Camden Town to Red Lion 
Square to pay their fees wculd involve the loss of a day 
from the students’ work. The far more convenient 
course was to collect the fees at the school. 

The CHatrMaN: But the resolution compels our 
secretary or his representative to go there. , 

Professor WiLLtaMs: I am glad to call for an account 
when anything is due to me. 

Professor M’FapyEaN: My proposal is not entirely 
to vublige the students, but partly to oblige the 
secretary. 

The CuarzMan:: But why should we permanently tie 
our hands by a formal resulutivn on this iittle matter ? 

The amendment was rejected, and the original motion 
adopted by 12 to 4. 


Tue MEMORIAL. 


Mr. R. C. TriaGER presented the report of a meeting 
of tne Jubilee Memurial Committee held that day, at 
which he presided, and the following other members 
were present: Mr. W. Hunting, President of the 
R.C.V.8., Professor G. T. Brown, C.B., Messrs. J. Fraser, 
G. Elphick, H. Kidd, F. C. Mahon, C. Hartley, A. W. 
Mason, A. C. Cope, 8. Villar, Professor W. Williams, 
Professor J.. Penberthy, Messrs. A. W. Wheatley, J. F. 
Simpson, J.P., W. F. Mulvey, F. W. Wragg, J. A. W. 
Dollar, and Prof. J. Macqueen, honorary secretary. A 
letter was read from Mr Thomas Greaves expressing re- 
gret at his inability to attend and promising a donation. 
After due consideration the following resolutions were 
adopted :—(1) That the memorial should take the form 
ofascholarship or bursary to perpetuate or recognise 
the services uf Messrs. Turner, Goodwin, Mayer, Dick, 


mittee subject to confirmation by the Council of the 
College. (4) That to carry out the above-named onjects 
an appeal for donations be made to the professi on 
generally and to the various medical societies. (5). That 
the editors of the various veterinary journals be asked 
to call the attention of the profession to the same. (6) 
That the subscription list be now opened, 

donations from individnal members be thankfully 
received by Mr. F. W. Wragg, lists of the subscribers to 
be published in the veterinary periodicals. (7) That 
subscriptions be unlimited in amount. Mr. Trigger 
added that the subscription list had already been headed 
by acontribution of £50 from the Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, and a like sum from 
the Midland Counties Veterinary Society. (Hear, 
hear. 

Tie report was received and adopted. 


QUERIEs. 


Professor M’Fapygan, in the course of the proceed- 
ings, said he had a question to ask with regard to an 
omission iu the agenda paper that day. In July last he 
gave notice of his intention to mo e a resolution con- 
cerning the holding of examinations. He asked to have 
that notice put on the notice board. More than three 
mouths having elapsed since then, he was surprised to 
find that the motion was not printed on the agenda 
paper for that day as he had expected. 

he CHAIRMAN explained that the omission was pro- 
bably due to the impression that the terms of the motion 
were covered by the bye-laws drafted by the Bye- Laws 
Committee to be discussed in January next, and also to 
the fact of the absence through illness of their secretary. 
When the clerk’s attention was called to the existence 
of this .otice of motion, the agenda paper for that meet- 
ivg had unfortunately been printed. 

Professor M’FapyEan said that it appeared to him an 
extraordinary thing that anyone should assume the right 
to suppress a notice of motion. 

Mr. Moutvery: It was done in my case last time. 

The CHarrRMAN could not say that anyone had sup- 
pressed Professor M’Fadyean’s moticn. He was certain- 
ly under ap impression that the object the professor 
sought by his motion was embodied in the bye-laws as 
drafted, but he would take care the motion should appear 
on the agenda paper for the next meeting of the Council 
when there would probably be a large attendance. 
Professor WILLIAMs asked why a meeting of the “oun- 
cil should have been called during the month of November. 
That meeting was not one of the statutory meetings. 
January was, he thought, soon enough for the Council 
to’meet and he pvinted ont that these supplemental 
meetings involved a good deal of trouble aud expense on 
the part of members who lived a long way from 
London. 

The CuHAikMAN explained that the reason that meet- 
ing was convened was because it was felt that, unless it 
was held, it would be impossible at the January meeting 
to yet though all the work waiting to be transacted. 
Thee were besides, two-or three matters which required 
immediate attention. 

Professor Wituiams: Thanks for your explanation. 


REGISTRATION COMMITTEE. 
Mr. Simpson having mentioned that this Committee 


had meet that afternoon, and had investigated as many 
cases as possible which would be reported to the next 
Council meeting. The proceedings terminated. 


Sewell, Spooner aud Simonds who obtained the first 
Charter for the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons in 
1844. (2) That « memorial tablet Learing the dates 
1844.94, und the names of those gentlemen be placed 


CuaRLEy Woop, the jockey, has an only son. and not 


two, as stated by a weekly contemporary ; and, further- 
more, this son is not receiving a college education, but 


within the College building. (3) That the bursary or 
scholarships be applied as recommended by this com- 


is intended for a veterinary surgeon.—The Jockey. 
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VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


WESTERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The 21st meeting of this Association was held at the 
London Inn Hotel, Exeter, on Thursday, October 25th. 
The President (Mr. W. H. Bloye, Plymouth) occupying 
the chair. The members present were Messrs. Penhale, 
Barnstaple ; P. G. Bond, Plymouth ; W. Roach, J. A. 
Collings, Exeter; G. H. Golledge, Sherborne; H. P. Chase, 
Tiverton ; C. W. Howard, Exmouth ; F. E. Place, Honi- 
ton ; E. R. Penhale, Torrington ; S. Burton, Torquay ; 
and W. B. Nelder, secretary, Exeter. Vet.-Major Wilson 
was present as a visitor. ; 

Apologies for non-attendance were received from 
Messrs. Olver, Parsons, Elder, Harvey, Ascott, Oliver, 
and Downs. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and con- 
firmed. 


Tue British [NstituTe OF PREVENTIVE MEDICINE. 


A letter from the Secretary of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons was read to the members, asking 
for a grant of money to the British Institute of Preven- 
tive Medicine. 

The SECRETARY was desired to write and say that this 
Association had subscribed ten guineas to the above 
Institution, prior to the suggestion of an amalgamated 
fund. 


VETERINARY SuRGEONS INSURANCE FEEs. 
The Presipent brought forward a letter which had 


to abandon the usual retrospect—except in so far as to 
express my hearty appreciation of the new four years’ 
scheme—and to bring forward a subject which under 
another form had already received some attention, and 
to which I may, I think, now fittingly refer. I allude to 
that of the amalgamation of the various veterinary 
societies throughout the kingdom. 

That an amalgamation of these societies—whether 
under the auspices of the National Association or not— 
would be of the greatest benefit to all concerned, I am 
firmly convinced, and as briefly as possible I will give you 
some reasons for the conviction. As separate societies 
we have most undoubtedly become highly useful entities, 
but asa combined whole our usefulness would increase, 
and yet, while losing nothing of our individuality. We 
should represent such a bulk and weight of professional 
opinion that our suggestions could not lightly be neglec- 
ted and that we could command attention to grievauces, 
which at present under less favourable circumstances 
are either quietly shelved or absolutely ignored. One 
need scarcely here attempt to enumerate such grievances 
as require redress—they are a goodly number—but the 
one fact of our still existing liability to serve on juries 
will sufficiently illustrate my point. There is no doubt 
that an amalgamation might readily be carried out, 
somewhat upon the lines of the British Medical Associa- 
tion. Naturally force of numbers is a great factor in 
the immense power wielded by the British Medical 
Association, and although we may not expect to become 
as powerful an organisation as that, we should per! 
be sufficiently strong to make our influence felt. As 
_meutioned before, the fact of being parcel of a common 
| body would in no way affect our individuality; each 
_ branch would elect its own officers, and conduct its own 
business, but the advantages of each radiating from—or 
| rather attracted to one common centre, would probably 
‘overcome any difficulties, did they exist. Perhaps one 


been received from the Eastern Counties Association, _of the strougest arguments which one can offer in 
asking for an expression of opinion upon the fees paid favour of this idea is that of an annual meeting. Under 
to veterinary surgeons by Horse and Cattle Insurance | such a regime the probabilities of a really good annual 
Companies. He (the President) had always regarded meeting are great. for I believe that the interest of each 
this as a personal matter, one which laid absolutely branch would be stimulated, and without doubt a greater 
with the practitioner himself and one which—if he cared | diversity of subjects and a larger number of members 
to—he could govern. Certainly no amount of Societies’ than at least usually attend the annual meetings of the 
resolutions would ever improve the sczle of fees offered. National Association would be attracted. If it be 
For himself he rigidly declined to undertake any exam- | necessary to emphasise my contention still further let me 
ination for companies paying such ridiculously low fees, | say that many lesser benefits might accrue. Not the 
and he believed that if generally carried ont this least of these would be the establishment of a central 
method would quickly induce the companies to seek | office in London, if with only the accommodation of a 
professional services at a fair and reasonable remunera- | writing and reading room. Being so well served in the 
tion. : matter of periodical literature as we are at present, there 

The subject was must thoroughly discussed, but in the would perhaps be no necessity for a separate organ of 
eud it was resulved * that the letter be allowed to lie on / such Association, but should its requirements reach that 
the table.” |poiut the carrying out would be but a matter of 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. detail. 


_ Gentlemen, I simply suggest to you that this is a 
By W. Harvey Buoyg, F.R.C.VSS. 


‘matter worthy of your consideration, and of being dis- 
Geutlemen,—With such good fare before us to-day I | 


do not intend to take up your time, or to encroach upon | 
that of Captain Smith —who always has something to the | 
point to say—by making along speech, but it becomes | 
me to thank you for the honour which, in my absence, 
at the last meeting you put upou me in voting me to | 
this chair. [was then the unwitting, as I am now, at | 


least somewhat the unwilling, recipient of this dignity, 


cussed later on, for the present I am sure that the gen- 


tleman who has come such a long distance in order to 
address us will command our interest and attention. 


- Capt. F. Smira, A.V.D., then gave a most lucid and 
eloquent address upon “ Intestinal Obstruction in the 


Horse.” (This address has already appeared in The 


Record). 


A discussion, which unfortunately was much curtailed 


for believe me I could have worked more contentedly in | by want of time, ensued. The lecturer’s cold water 
the humbler sphere for some time to come. Iam, how- Tectal injections evoking, perhaps, more comment and 
ever, none the less grateful for your kind inteutions, and surprise than anything else which he had advocated. 


being here | will, with your help, do my best for the | The usual votes of thanks brought the meeting to 


Association. le i i 
We are in the habit of looking to the incoming man Sec. 


in this chair for some sort of profession of faith upon 
his taking office. To-day perhaps you will perrait me | 
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MIDLAND COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


A quarterly meeting was held at the George Hotel, 
Rugby, on Tuesday, November 13th. The chair was 
occupied by the President, Mr. H. Olver, of Tamworth, 
and there were also present Messrs. Over, Barber, 
Rugby ; J. Blakeway, Stanley, Gibson, Parker, Malcolw, 


Cheltenham ; Marriott, Merrick, Northampton; Blunt, 
Lutterworth; Carless, Stafford; Jones, Leicester ; 
Burchnall, Loughborough ; Green, Alfreton ; Beddard, 
Wolverhampton ; Gooch, Stamford; Dale, Coventry ; 
Horton, Warwick ; Prickett, Walsall; Barrett, Nun- 
eatou ; Collett, West Bromwich ; Crowhurst, Leaming- 
ton ; King, Newport Pagnell; Grasby, Daventry ; 
Carless, Worcester; and H. J. Dawes, hon. sec., West 
Bromwich. Visitors: Messrs. W. Bower, East Rudham ; 
T. Slipper, Tamworth ; Wilson, Rugby. 

Letters of apology for non-attendance were received 
from the following: Professor Williams, M’Fadyean, 
Macqueen, Penberthy, McCall, Dr. Fleming, Sir H. L. 
Simpson, Messrs. Smith, Aris, Bainbridge, Goodall, 
J. L. Barling, F. W. Barling, Wragg, Pritchard, etc. 

RESIGNATION. 


The How. Sec. read a letter from Mr. H. R. Perrins, 
of Worcester, asking to have his name removed from the 
list of members, and the hon. sec. moved that the resig- 
nation be accepted with regret Mr. Beddard seconded 
the motion, which was carried. 


NoMINATIONS AND ELEcTION or MEMBERS. 


The PREsIDENT nominated Mr. Slipper, of Tamworth, 
and said he should propose hira for election at the next 
meeting. 

Mr. GreEN nominated Mr. James Furniss, of Notting- 
ham, whom he will propose as a member in due course. 

Mr. Jonn BuakEway proposed as a member Mr. A. 
Mason, of Leeds, who was duly uominated at the pre- 
vious meeting. Mr. Dale seconded the proposition which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. Co.uett proposed Mr. Bidlake, of Stafford, who 
had also been duly nomiuated. This was seconded by 
Mr. Pricket and carried. 


Tae British Institute oF PREVENTIVE MEDICINE. 


The Hon. Sec. read the following tetter :— 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
10 Red Lion Square, W.. 
October, 1894. 
Dear Sir, 


Mr. James Simpson proposed at the meeting of the 
Council and he (Mr. Trigger) seconded that £50 be 
given. With regard to this Association it was not for 
him to make a suggestion but he could assure them that 
it would be a great help to the Council if they knew 
what the various Associations were prepared to give. 
Perhaps the various associations might grant so much 
between them, aod the College might add to the amount 
and contribute as one lump sum from the profession as a 
whole. 

Mr. Bepparp thought this Association could afford to 
give £50. He agreed with the previous speaker as to 
the desirability of the profession contributing one lump 
sum. 

Mr. TricGeR asked whether, supposing the Council 
of the College decided to give £500, the contribution of 
this Association would be part of that £500, or an addi- 
tion thereto. 

Mr. Bepparp added that it might perhaps be best 
under the circumstances to wait until the Council had 
made up their minds. 

Mr. Matcotm thought the Council ought to have been 
able to make up their minds without having to go to 
the local associations for advice. The British Institute 
of Preventive Medicine was, iu his opinion, practically 
outside the veterinary profession. True they had a 
veterinary surgeon on their staff, but he questioned 
whether his influence would be great. He did not think 
the College was in a position to grant a large sum to 
any outside body when they wanted all the help they 
could get for themselves. 

Mr. CoLLett proposed that the question be adjourned 
till the uext meeting. 

There was no seconder to this, the President express- 
ing the opinion that it should be settled, one way or the 
uther, at once. 

Mr. STANLEY thought they ought to know what the 
other societies were prepared to give, and he was inclined 
to think that the Secretary should ve appointed to make 
inquiries in that direction. 

Mr. Goocn did not think they ought to be guided by 
what other societies intended doing. For instance, all 
societies were not as well off as the Midland, and he 
doubted whether some would be able to give anything at 
ail, not for want of inclination but through sheer 
poverty. 

‘Mr. Matcoitm : order to get on with business Mr. 
President, I will move at the next meeting that we 
make a grant of £25. We cannot vote money to-day as 
the proper notice has not been given. 

Mr. GREEN wanted to know whether the money would 
be given to the British Institute through the College, 

or as au addition to anything the latter might give. 

Mr. Matcoum took it that the contribution of this 


1 am desired by the President to say that the subject 
of a grant of money to the British Institute of Preven- 
tive Medicine will come before the Council of the Royal | 
College of Veterinary Surgeons at their next meeting, | 


Association would go to augment whatever the College 
felt dispused tu give. ‘ 

The President accepted Mr. Malcolm’s notice of 
motion, and ov his recommendation the discussion was 


aud that should your Svciety desire tu subscribe, it ‘adjourned until next meeting. 


would guide the Council in their deliberation: if they 
kuew thesum which might be expected from each Society | 
as supplementing the grant of the College. —I am, yours 
very faithfully, 


H. J. Dawes, Esq., 


A QuEsTION OF VENUE. 
Mr. Husanp moved, in accordance with notice pre- 


viously given “That all meetings of the Association 
A. W. HILL, Secretary. — shall be held in Birmingham, and the only exceptions 
shall be when the President, who may be resident else- 


Mr. TricGEeR said they would see how matters stood where, shall desire tu invite the Association to hold one 
if they had read the report of the last Couucil meeting. | meeting, during his year of office, in his town.’ He said 


The C.uneil were divided in opinion, not as to 
desirability of giving anything but rat 
amount to be given. The sum proposed by the C 7 


the | many memoers had expressed a desire to have all the 
her as to the meetings held in Birmingham, which he thought was the 
ouncil | most convenient centre. It might be said that it would 


Wes one which he ventured to think the College could not ‘not be making the society sufticiently known if they 


attord h of their whole 
ord, being no less than one-fourteenth o which | that was a very strong objection. 


capital. [t was proposed to make a grant of £500, 
Was too much considering they only had £7000 altogether. | 


ever went away from one town, but he did not think 


Mr. Matco.im said Mr. Barling had promised to 
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resolution ordering the annual meeting and at least one 


second the motion, but being unable to be present had 
asked him to do so. As a Birmingham man, however, 
he did not wish to make any remarks on the question, 
but, as requested, would second the motion. 

Mr. TriacEeR said there was already in existence a 


other during the year to be held in Birmingham. By 
going occasionally to other towns, they created a certain 
amount of local interest which it was well to encourage. 
He should move tbat the rule remain as it was. ! 

Mr. Buiunt seconded. 

several members having spoken both pro. and con., 
Mr. Huband’s resolution was negatived by a very larg 
majority. 4 

Proposep JuBILEE 


Mr. TRIGGER, in introducing the subject, said he 
thought it was one which needed no apology from him, 
as it would commend itself to the good opinion of every 
member of the profession. They were celebrating the 
jubilee of their Charter of incorporation, and they must 
remember that 50 years ago certain men recognised that 
veterinary surgeons had no real locus standi, and never 
would have unless something were done on their behalf. 
It was now sought to immortalize the memory of those 
early friends of the profession, and the veterinary sur- 
geons of to-day, as distinguished from the farrier of the 
past, ought not to be slow to show their appreciation of 
the efforts of those to whom he had referred. With the 
exception of Professor Simonds, they had all passed 
away, and it was proposed to erect a sort of memorial 
tablet in the building of the Royal College in Red Lion 
Square. That would only cost a nominal sum, and any 
balance they might have in hand could go to the forma- 
tion of a jubilee scholarship. The Royal College had 
already granted a sum of not less than £50. 

Mr. Beoparp did not see much use in the memorial 
tablet, but thought the scholarship an excellent idea, 
aud he should be very glad to support it, He would 
move that this Association give a sum of £50. 

Mr. Matcotm seconded, on condition that the 
memorial should take the form of a bursary or scholar- 
ship or some such way for the advancement of the pro-. 
fession. 

Mr. Brepparp having agreed to this condition, the 
resolution was unanimously carried, and Mr. Trigger, as 
chairman «f the memorial committee, thanked the Assvu- 
ciation for their kind donation, at the same time promis- 
ing to supplement it with ten guineas of his own. 


CANKER 
AND SOME ALLIED MORBID PROCESSES. 
By Joun Matcoum, F.R.C.V\S. 


After a few prefatory remarks, during which he men- 
tioned that he appeared before them at the request of 
the chairman, Mr. Malcolm designated canker as a dis- 
ease of the horse’s foot, characterised by an abnormal 
and radical transformation of the horn secreted, there 
being produced, in place of the normal compact coherent 
horn, a non-coherent cellular material which underwent 1 
a decomposing liquefaction of a highly malodorous char- 
acter. Up to the preseut time the real nature and 
actual cause of this affection have remained strictly 
speaking unsettled questions, and they must necessarily 
continue more or less in the field of speculation until 
some more definite and reliable evidence is forthcoming 
than has yet been the case. He was sanguine, however 
they would not have to wait long, as he had every ook. 
fidence that whenever competent authorities will devote 
the requisite time and means necessary for such an in- 


vestigation success will reward their efforts. Until then 
they must make the best deductions they could from the 
facts within their reach. ‘Thoso led him to the very | 


definite conclusion that they had to deal with a specific 
local infective process, depending upon local contamina- 
tion for its origin, the presence and growth of the in- 
fecting agent for its persistence and extension, and the 
annihilation of that agent and its products for a radical 
cure; and he was as convinced of the accuracy of that 
as anything short of the most conclusive demonstration 
could make him. 

Mr. Malcolm then proceeded to give a brief review of 
the opinions held by some antecedent and contemporary 
authorities, in order to clear up some debatable points and 
pave the way for a better appreciation of the morbid 
processes they were to consider. Continuing his re- 
marks, Mr. Malcolm said that all current views on the 
etiology of canker, however much they might vary in 
detail, were essentially based upon one or other of two 
conceptions. In the one, the disease process was con- 
sidered as the local expression of a general morbid eon- 
dition of the constition, and in the other it was louked 
upon as a distinct specific local infection. [t was mani- 
fest that those two conceptions were in radical contra- 
distinction, and according as the one or the other was 
held must radically influence the therapeutics of the 
affection. A correct conclusion on the matter was there- 
fore necessary. He quoted from an article he had pre- 
viously written on the prevalent idea that canker was 
specially a disease of coarse bred horses possessing the 
so-called lymphatic temperament, and shewed that no 
class of horse was really exempt from the affection. 

The next point to be considered was the errongous 
assumption that any apparent recovery was unreal in as 
much as the disease although appearing for a time to be 


cured invariably recurred. The mistake arose through ~ 


confounding a relapse with a recurrence. Now while a 
recurrence was rare a relapse was frequent, avd that was 
explainable in the local character of the disease, together 
with the acknowledged difficulty of completly eradicating 
every part of it, and the certainty with which the 
smallest un-eradicated atom of infective material again 
reproduced the disease. 

Another point which had been advanced with seeming 
cogency in this connection was the frequent co-existent 
involvement of two or more feet. That no doubt at first 
sight presented a greater obstacle to the local theory 
than the two contentions just dealt with, but the fact 
must not be lost sight of that the presence of the disease 
in two or more feet at the same time indicated no more 
than a contemporary similarity iu origin, a point far 
short of establishing its filiation with the constitution. 

After having exploded the assumption that canker was 
incurable, and corroborated his assertion by stating 4 
cure which he had recently effected under the observation 
of his friend Mr. Blakeway, the essayist proceeded to 
criticise the view taken of canker by some of his pro- 
fessional friends, and to justify his own theory that the 
disease was not constitional but local. He carefully ex- 

lained the morbid process, apologising for the great 
fength to which he went by. stating that a true interpre- 
tation of the origin, nature, and progress of the disease 
was requisite for any real appreciation of what had to 
be'accomplished tv effect a cure. 

He at length came to the most important section of 
his subject, viz., that of treament. As he absolutely dis- 
believed in the coustitutional orgin of the disease and 
was firmly convinced of its local infective character, he 
did not employ any general or constitional medication 
but relied solely on local remedies. He depended 
chiefly upon complete eradication of diseased structures 
by the nse of the hot iron, and dwelt in detail upon the 


‘method of securing this without destruction of the 


secreting tissue. Subsequently he recommended various 
applications according to the requirements of the case. 

in the use of the hot iron he strongly expressed the 
necessity for employing remedial measures beyond the 
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apparent limit of the disease, for unless this were done | the disease was so extensive, and up to now he had not 


the chance of a cure would be remote. 


been very successful in its treatment. But he had an 


With reference to allied morbid processes he did not | assistant who had been more successful, and he thought 


include thrush, becavse he thoughi it was an essentially 


different character of morbid process to that which | time and attention to the cases, His assistant had 


characterised the others. 

The majority of practitioners recognised a similarity 
in nature between canker and grease, some even going 
so far as to say they were identical in origin and nature. 
He however, was not of that opinion, for although he 
had seen canker and grease co-exist, and the former to 
appear subsequent to the latter, he had never seen 
canker show the least indication of extending into grease. 
even when the coronary substance was markedly in- 
volved. Furthermore, heredity seemed to play a more 
distinct réle as a predisposing factor in the production 
of grease than of canker. Unfavourable hygienic circum - 
stances were also a predisposing influence. Having 
described the symptoms, he said that in the early stages 
thorough cleanliness and astringent applications were 
generally sufficient to eradicate it. In the later stage, 
the most effective remedy was that recommended by 
Professor Williams, namely, to cut oft the exuberant 
grapes with a thin, sharp, hot iron and thoroughly scrape 
the surface, using the requisite care to avoid destruction 
of the corium. 

He thought seedy toe was allied to canker because 
they had in it an abnormal condition of the hoof horn 
which seemed to depend upon its infective property, as 
indicated by its persistent propagation and extension. 
In seedy toe there was an uncementing of the union 
between the wall horn and the horny lamine. Al- 
though seedy toe was a curable affection no cure was 
effected without employing radical measures. Some cases 
were cured by scraping out all the crumbly, mealy horn, 
antisepticising the parts with carbolic acid, dilute nitric 
or hydrochloric acid, and filling up the space with hot 
tow and tar, pitch and resin, or gutta percha: If any 
particle, however, of the mealy horn were left, the pro- 
cess coutinued and gradually extended, and the only 
radical cure was to remove the wall horn and thoroughly 
clear ont all mealy material, a proceeding which might 
be rendered all the more effectual by subsequently lightly 
touching the affected portion with a hot iron. 

As regarded specific coronitis, the name by no means 
conveyed the exact morbid condition to he described, 
since the deep part of the coronary baud did not seem to 
participate in any marked degree iv the process. In 
this condition, there was an undoubted infective process 
involving the keratogenous surface of the coronary band, 
the keratogenous surface of the ergots, and the corres- 
ponding surface of the chestnuts. He described the 
symptoms, and said the treatment was precisely similar 
tu that for canker. 


Discussion. 


Mr. W. Carvgss said that his experieuce was that in a 
country practice, he did not see the number of cases of 
canker that a town practitioner did, although several had 
fallen to his lot. He had come to the conclusion that 


applied the hot iron and afterwards bichloride of mer- 
eury. With regard to grease, he felt that prevention 
was better than cure, and in his district he did not see 
so many cases of it. He believed it was due to breeding 
from unsound horses and mares, and also to the stables 
not being kept in a very clean condition. He had al- 
ways found the hot iron treatment very effective. He 
did not see how the essayist could connect seedy toe 
with canker. He had always looked upon seedy toe as 
being caused by some injury to the wall of ths foot. He 
ae never seen it cured except by removing the external 
orn. 

Mr. Cos said he had always regarded canker as a most 
intolerable fiend, and he had had very bad luck with his 
cases. Latterly, he had had more success and it was due 
to continual dressing. Cases of canker wanted more 
time and attention than the ordinary practitioner could 
devote to them, and on that account he agreed with Mr. 
Carless that a specialist ought to take them in hand. 
He agreed with the essayist as to grease, an’ as regarded 
seedy toe he sometimes thought it was a contagious dis- 
ease. He remembered once seeing an illustration in The 
Veterinarian, showing the discase to be due to a small 
microbe. 

Mr. Hupanp regarded Mr. Malcolm's paper to be the 
most rational description of the pathology of canker he 
had ever met with. Professor Axe used to teach him 
that seedy toe was due to some minute organism, but he 
understood that for some years past the professor had 
given up the idea, and had come to the conclusion that 
those organisms were cnly accidental. In one case of 
canker that had come under his (Mr. Huband’s) notice, 
he had tried the removal of the sole, Professur Williams’ 
treatment to which the essayist referred, and he thought 
it was a most terrible operation which no power in the 
world would induce him to repeat. 

Mr. J. R. Green thought there were few diseases 
which the young practitioner found more troublesome 
than canker. It was his lot, when he first commenced 
practice, to have a case brought to him, but after tryin 

all the remedies in the Pharmaccepia and adopting all 
the surgical means at his command, he was no more 
forward than when he commenced. He had had more 
success with the last few cases he had had in hand ; 
and he had treated them on the lives laid down by Mr. 
Malcolm, or nearly so. He had removed the diseased 
horn ty a sharp knife ; gone over the surface with a hot 
iron ; then applied a dressing composed of the sulphates 
of zine, iron, or copper. As to the occurreuce and pre- 
valence of canker among pit horses, he wished to give it 
as his experience that in collieries with which he was 
connected, and which had hetween 500 and 600 horses 
and ponies, he had never met with a single case of can- 
ker, althongh the animals often worked knee deep in 
water. 


the disease was one which ought to be treated by a 
specialist. He did not think the ordinary practitiover 
had the accessories necessary for carrying out all the 
details explained by Mr. Malcolm. He should like to| 
see a place started where such cases; might te taken, | 
and if the expevses were reasonable he felt sure they | 
would be able to induce their clients to send their ani — 
mals there. With regard to grease, seedy toe and other 
allied affections, he thought the cases might be lessened | 
in number if more care was exercised in sweeping up the | 
floor vf the forge. Horses with greasy legs were takeri | 
intu the forge and healthy oues which followed them | 
me contaminated. 
Mr. Bevparp said he was sorry his experience with | 


Mr. Merrick said he had adopted Mr. Malcolm’s 
treatment with the greatest success, when previously he 
had had very bad luck with his cases. He thought 
heredity had a great deal tu do with it. He knew a 
mare of Lord Wantage’s, which died of inveterate canker, 
and he ascertained that her dam had died from the 
same cause. 

Mr. Horton said he agreed entirely with what the 
essayist had said, and he regarded Mr. Malcolm’s treat- 
ment as a very excellent one. He thonght the hot iron 
was very good for terminating the disease, but if they 
used ordinary powdered sulphate of iron, zinc or copper 
they would have the same results. He thought canker 
in the soles and not running into the walls in any way, 


the reason was that he had devoted a great deal more 
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was very easily treated, but if the disease extended to 
the walls, where it was hard to a their dressings in 
position, it was difficult to cure. He thought seedy toe 
was due to an organism. If they laid bare the place and 
cauterised the surface, the seedy toe would cease, whereas 
if they did not do so, it became constant. He was 
surprised Mr, Malcolm had not included sheep rot in his 
list of allied morbid processes. Sheep rot gave them a 
great deal of trouble in this country, and he thought it 
was a disease very similar to canker. 

Mr. Bowen said he had been troubled with cases of 
canker and he was sorry to say he had not been very 
successful in his treatment of them. Perhaps he had 
never been so painstaking as he ought to have been. He 
thought the treatment of grease recommended by Mr: 
Malcolm was almost universally adopted. 

Mr. STaNLEy was, like some speakers who had pre- 
ceded him, in favour of the establishment of some central 
place where cases of canker should be specially treated, as 
he thought it was a disease which required the most care- 
ful attention. 

Mr. Goocn said that since he had heard of Mr. 
Malcolm’s treatment of canker, he had himself adopted 
it, aud he must say he had been very successful. He 
did not rest his horses while under treatment, but 
allowed them to work, supposing, of course, that they 
were in ordinary working condition. At the preseut 
time, he had two cases under treatment, and one was 
particularly satisfactory. As to the other he was not 
yet _ to form an opinion, but he was hopeful as to the 
result. 

The PREsIvENT said he wished to thauk Mr, Malcolm 
very wnuch indeed for the valuable paper he had read 
that day. He could personally testify to Mr. Malcolm’s 
skill in the matter of canker, for he had taken charge of 
a very bad case of his, which he himself would never 
have attempted to treat, but he was bound to admit that 
after Mr. Malcolm had had it in hand, it had become a 
radical cure. He had never seen anything like it, the 
time occupied being abont three months. His own 
perience cf cauker was nut satisfactory, although he had 
occasionally had a little success. But he honestly 
believed there was no treatment approaching Mr. Mal- 
colm’s, aud he felt very proud that Mr. Malcolm as a 
member of the Midland Veterinary Medical Association, 
should have read an original paper on so important a 
subject as canker, during his (the speaker's) year of 
office as president. 


Mr. Matcotm then replied on the discussion, but 
owing to the lateness of the hour he was obliged to limit 
his remarks. He agreed with Mr. Carless that couutry 
practitioners had not the advantages that their brethren 
in the town had in such matters. He was in hopes that 
when people got to know that canker could be effectually 
cured, they would treat their cases early. He had 
treated some very bad cases which were really unre- 
munerative, but his object had been to prove the cura- 
bility of the disease. If they took the whole of the 
horn off, it must be a long time before the animal was 
fit for work again, and if it was an old horse it would 
not pay them to treat it, hence the importance of giving 
the disease early attention. As to the casting of the 
patient, as a rale he only had to do it ouce and that was 
to apply the hot iron. He had brought with him that 
day a horse which he had cured of canker and which he 
wished the members to examine. That horse had been 
cast twice. The first time the disease was cured except 
near the coronet. He had deen in tov great a hurry a 
he‘had to try the operation again, with a result which 
they could see for themselves. With regard to foot rot 
in sheep, he never met with cases in his practice, and 


por ge he was not prepared to offer an opinion on the 


Mr. Over moved, and Mr. Trigger seconded, a hearty 


instructive paper. This was carried unanimously, and a 
similar compliment was, on the motion of Mr. Stanley, 
seconded by Mr. Merrick, accorded to the President for 
his services in the chair. 

The members then adjourned to the stable yard to 
examine the horse which Mr. Malcolm had successfully 
treated for canker, and tea was subsequently partaken of 
auda very pleasant evening was spent. 

4 H. J. Dawgs, Hon. Sec. 


RABIES IN COUNTY WEXFORD. 


Iv connection with the receut outbreak an action 
which occupied Judge Kane and jury all day at the New 
Ross Quarter Sessions, wil be of interest to the public. 
The action was brought by a farmer named Edward 
Whelan, of Brocurro, in this county, against another 
farmer named Patrick Cleary, for damages for the loss 
of a mare which was bitten in August last by a grey- 
hound, the property of the defendant, suffering from 
rabies at the time, and from the effect of which bite the 
mare afterwards died. About 20 witnesses were exam- 
ined, including the Veterinary Inspector of the New 
Ross Union, Mr. Dobbyn, of Watertord, and the police- 
man who shot the hound after the occurreuce. The 
examination and cross-examination of the witnesses 
oceupied the greater part of the day; and at the conclu- 
sion the different sides of the story were summed up and 
Judge Kane addressed the jury. 

The jury retired, and after half-an-hour returned to 
Court with a verdict to the effect that the horse died of 
rabies ; that the dog which bit her was the defendant’s 
dog, but in answer to the third question they answered 
that the defendant had u»t previous knowledge of the 
dog’s madness, and his lordship declared this a verdict 


@x- | for the defendant.— Waterford Mirror. 


Tubereulin and Imports to Canada. 


It is stated in a Times telegram that the Canadian 
Government are strictly enforcing a regulation requiring 
all cattle imported to be subjected to injectiuu of tuber- 
culin, If the animals are found to react to the injection 
the owner is given the alternative of having them de- 
stroyed, or of returning them to the place from which 
they came. 


— 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


ANTHRAX IN CALVES. 
Str, 


In your edition of The Record dated December Ist. I 
noticed an article headed “ Anthrax in Calves.” [am 
afraid the writer of the article has fallen into a common 
error. He states that the spleens were normal and that 
he found anthrax bacilli sporulating in them. It isa 
well known fact that anthrax bacilli never. sporulate 10 
the animal body, and probably what your writer saw 
were simply a few of the ordinary putrefactive bacteria 
which are constantly found in the intestines of herbivor- 
ous animals, aud which after death rapidly invade the 
blood and tissues of a carcase.—Yours etc., 

A Srupent, R.V.C. 


‘Communications, Booxs, aNnp Papers RECEIVED :— Messrs. 
3. E. Cartwright, E. W. Hoare, W. Penhale, W.- H. 
Williamson, J. W. Pritchard, ‘‘ Student.” 


Journal of Agriculture (Cape), The Jockey. 


vote of thanks to Mr. Malcolm for his interesting and 


] 


| 
Bai 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
th 
th 
| 
| | ah 
or 
| q | tre 
| att: 
| | 
| | 
| | in 
i 
| 
| 


